INTRODUCTION
In the classification of any group of organisms, views that have a long tradition are often difficult to put aside. We may weight certain characters heavily out of respect for such a traditional view. Weighting may even become an unconscious act if we uncritically include a particular character in the definition of a taxon. The character, then, comes to have absolute weight in our subsequent decisions about which subtaxa will be placed in the taxon and which will not. One must remember, however, that taxa, being constituted by organisms, have the capacity to evolve, and that any one character may have changed (evolved) in a subtaxon while others have not. We must not let a group definition come in the way of showing true relationships.
There has generally either been implied or expressed the view that adults in the psocopteran family Philotarsidae have three tarsomeres (Pearman 1936 , Badonnel 1951 , Smithers 1972 , Thornton 1981 . For some time, this was an indisputable fact, but Mockford and Evans (1976) and Mockford and Broadhead (1982) , assigned species with two tarsomeres to this family.
Various authors have noted that adults in the family Pseudocaeciliidae have two tarsomeres (Pearman 1936 , Badonnel 1951 Lee and Thornton 1967) . This view remained unchanged until Meinander (1978) assigned a genus with three tarsomeres to this family. It appears now that adherence to the traditional view that Philotarsids should have three tarsomeres and Pseudocaeciliids should have two has led to a rather serious error in classification.
Psyche [Vol. 91 In a series of papers, Thornton and co-workers (Thornton and Smithers 1974 , 1977 , 1978 , Thornton and New 1977a valvula bearing a blunt-tipped process medio-distally. Included genus: Br.l'opsocus Thornton, Wong, and Smithers.
Several unusual features were noted for Bryopsocus by Thornton, Wong, and Smithers (1977) . These include hardening and fusion of female abdominal terga, a setose forewing membrane, and possibly wings of macropterous males being held flat over the abdomen at rest, those of one side overlapping those of the other. These characters, along with the unusual habitat of moss, serve to strengthen the view that this genus should be assigned its own family. The two species which have been assigned to Bryopsocus differ rather markedly, and it is not clear that all of the generic characters (derived from the type species) apply to both species. Pseudocaeciliidae Pearman (type Psocus citricola Ashmead). Distal margin of labrum with 4 sensilla on outer wall in form of relatively long, thin-walled setae with acuminate tips and 5 sensilla of usual form in pockets or shallow trough on inner wall ("type 2" of Table 1 ) (Fig. 2) ; lacinial tip with lateral tyne relatively slender; tarsi in adult 2-or 3-segmented; pretarsal claws generally lacking preapical denticle, at most with a minute denticle (Cladioneura, some Pseudocaecilius, Mesocaecilius quadrimaculatus Okamoto); pulvillus broad; M-Cu stem in forewing generally with two ranks of setae; abdomen with one or more ventral eversible vesicles; hypandrium generally with paired lateral lobes or processes; aedeagus pointed apically; external parameres extending well beyond tip of aedeagus; subgenital plate bilobed distally; second valvula bearing an acuminate process medio-distally.
The curious genus Trimerocaecilius Meinander was placed here, apparently correctly, by its author (Meinander 1978) . It is known to differ from the above description by the following characters: lacinial tip with lateral tyne short and truncate; pretarsal claw with a well formed preapical denticle; pulvillus slender; hypandrium with no trace of lateral lobes or processes. did not include Trimerocaecilius in my Table because information is vague or lacking for it about three of the characters being compared: nature of the apex of the aedeagus, nature of the labral sensilla, and presence or absence of abdominal eversible vesicles.
In addition to the unifying characters noted in Table 1, certain other observations bear on the unification of the 2-tarsal segmented and 3-tarsal segmented forms of this family. The dorsal setose flap noted by Thornton, Wong, and Smithers (1977) of the female epiproct of Zelandopsocus, (the "flap" is a rather low ridge in Z. cumulus, Fig. 3 The correlation of some of the characters to habitat noted in the above paragraph suggests the possibility of convergence between three-tarsal-segmented forms (Philotarsidae sensu Thornton, 1981) and two-tarsal-segmented forms (Pseudocaeciliidae sensu Lee and Thornton, 1967) 
